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WELCOME TO

YOUR STUDENT
COMMUNITY

Membership guide to your Students’ Union

WELCOME TO
BEDS SU
HOW TO MAKE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP WORK
FOR YOU.

Beds SU is a not-for-profit charity, operating independently
from the University. It is run by students for students,
offering a host of services to support you through every
aspect of university life.

MEMBERSHIP DETAILS:
It is free to join the SU and to save you from having to
remember multiple passwords or accounts your Beds
SU login details will be the same as the one you use
to access your university accounts. You will be issued
with your log in details on the date you start university.
If you’d like access before you start, to sign up to
societies and activities, simply head over to
www.bedssu.co.uk and sign up for a ‘New Student’
account. We will move your details over to your main
student account when you start.

Be Entertained:

• Regular events and activities
• Two social venues

Be Involved:

• Societies
• Charity fund raising and volunteering

Be Heard:

• Academic and Student Voice Representatives
• Campus Liaison Officers

Be Supported:

• Confidential and Impartial Advice and Support
• Representation

Beds SU doesn’t make any money from the services we
offer, but on occasion there are some activities we have
to charge a small fee for. This money is invested straight
back into services for students here at the University of
Bedfordshire.

WE ARE SO
GLAD YOU’RE
JOINING US.
WHERE TO FIND US:
Beds SU has bases at both our Luton and Bedford
campuses. Please check the website or social media
channels for details on when these venues will
reopen. We can also be reached via phone or email.

01582 743 221

bedssu

beds.su@beds.ac.uk

bedssu

www.bedssu.co.uk

@bedssu

Hello
I’m Michael Alawaye, President of Beds SU and I would like to be the
first to welcome you to our student community and the University of
Bedfordshire (UoB).
Beds SU is here to support you through every aspect of your student
life from academic queries, navigating the current online learning
systems, housing and financial support and of course to offer a wealth
of social activities. My role, along with three other elected officers
is to represent you and ensure you get the most out of your time at
university.
On accepting your offer from UoB, you automatically become a
member of Beds SU. This guide offers a snapshot of all you need
to know about your SU, what’s on offer, how to contact us and most
importantly how you can get involved.
You are embarking on a really exciting new adventure and from
personal experience my advice is to try as many different things as
possible, be that joining a society, getting involved in campaigns,
raising money for charities and the many social activities
on offer.
2020 is an interesting time to be a student,
to start with we are getting to know each
other in a virtual world, but please be
assured we are just as accessible to
you and we are continuing to explore
new ways to help you meet your fellow
students. Keep an eye on all the latest
news from Beds SU by visiting:
www.bedssu.co.uk.
I look forward to meeting you very soon.

Michael

EXEC TEAM 2020/21

Michael Alawaye
President

Michael.Alawaye@beds.ac.uk

“The best part of being part of the SU is the ability
to change core aspects of the activities that
happen in the university to benefit the students.”

Alessandro Manea
VP Education

Alessandro.Manea@beds.ac.uk
“University is too expensive to not get something
valuable from it. So have fun and follow your
passion. Remember, we are here for you!”

Hafijur Shuvo
VP Equality

Hafijurrahman.Shuvo@beds.ac.uk

“The best thing about being part of the SU is it
gives us a student voice.”

Joshua Chukwu

VP Union Development
Joshua.Chukwu@beds.ac.uk

“Being part of the Student Union is a great way to try
something new, make friends for life and champion
campaigns all year round.”

EXPLORE AND ENJOY ALL THE
ACTIVITIES ON OFFER.
We understand that 2020 is not shaping up to be a typical student year, especially when it comes to some
of the social aspects of university life. We’ve been working really hard all summer to ensure you still get
the very best experience and a chance to meet new friends (even if it’s virtually to start with).

From Live music and Club nights, film and quiz events, we have built a calendar
brimming with activities to suit a variety of interests. There are opportunities to
participate in live events day or night as well as a host of on-demand options
at a time that suits you. Keep an eye on: www.bedssu.co.uk/welcome for
more details.
Beds SU has bases at both the Luton and Bedford campuses, offering
students access to two multi-purpose spaces. By day they offer a relaxing
space to take time in between lectures and there are several evening
events both weekly and monthly to enjoy. Both venues offer a wide range
of beverages and food. We look forward to welcoming you to these
venues soon. We also partner with a number of local venues and will be
bringing you more on these as soon as we can.

Situated on the first floor of our Luton campus, Metro is the
place to head to meet with friends, day or night for a catch
up or to listen to live music, participate in quizzes, or enjoy
one of our regular themed events. It’s home to Starbucks
coffee, a fully licensed bar and you can enjoy hot or cold
food throughout the day.
Please keep an eye on the website for more details on when
Metro will be reopening: www.bedssu.co.uk/the-metro

The Hub is our social space at our Bedford campus. It’s
the place to hang out with friends and enjoy regular quiz,
film, Karaoke and Club nights as well as much-loved
themed events.
Please keep an eye on the website for more details on when
the Hub will be reopening: www.bedssu.co.uk/the-hub

SOCIETIES
Fancy joining a society?

Head over to welcome.bedssu.co.uk for
all the latest information on Beds SU
from events, activities and where to go for
support and all you need to know about
starting your student adventure with the
University of Bedfordshire.

Great, we’re proud to offer a varied range of
societies and for 2020/21 membership is FREE.
Head over to www.bedssu.co.uk/societies to
find out more.

Download
the FREE app
Discounts
Legal ID
Campus Life

Join today
TOTUM.COM
@WEARETOTUM

Activities have included:

DISCOVER A WORLD OF
EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITES BY STUDENTS
FOR STUDENTS.

Training sessions and social gathering with the
Dance society
Card and board game sessions such as Dungeons
and Dragons with the Tabletop society
Cake, conversation and knitting with the
Psychological society
Building render farms with the
Animation and Gaming society

The Nepalese society are offering weekly online yoga
sessions, while the Midwifery society have been hosting online
quiz nights with other universities and putting their voices to
topical campaigns.
This year you will also be able to join our societies for free as
we are suspending the membership fee for 2020/21.
Raising money for charities is something very close to our
students hearts and throughout the year students volunteer
their time to help others. Beds SU is on hand to help
individuals or groups achieve their goals from filling out risk
assessments to simply banking/donating the money to your
chosen charity and celebrating your achievements on our
‘Wall of Fame’.
Even during the current climate our societies have been
finding unique ways to engage and connect with their
members.
For more details on all of our societies head to:
www.bedssu.co.uk/societies

If you are looking to meet like-minded people who share the same or similar
passions or hobbies, then joining a society will be the perfect place to do this.
Beds SU is proud to be home to a host of faith, academic, cultural and common
interest/recreational societies run by students for students.

Liberation Networks

Making sure EVERY student is heard.

DISCOVER THE VARIETY
OF WAYS IN WHICH WE
OFFER OUR STUDENTS
A VOICE.
Making sure students are fairly represented is at the heart of what
Beds SU do. Beds SU is committed to giving its members a voice
on issues that matter to you. We are proud to say that our students
determine what we do as an organisation and how we do it.
We are independent from the University but work in partnership
with them to improve your experience.

Add your voice to the
conversations your
student community care
about.
There are so many ways for you to have your say at
Beds SU. You can:
• Put questions to your Exec Officers at Union
Parliament

• Share your ideas and concerns or even propose new
policies via the Make a Change module
• Start a campaign

• Join a liberation network

• Vote in our student elections

Our Liberation Networks exist to advance the
representation of student communities that haven’t
always benefited from the same rights as others.
These groups are widely acknowledged to experience
oppression, exclusion or disadvantage in society.
Members of the networks can share their views about
where the University and SU can do better and seek
change for the benefit of their community.

To find out more head to: www.bedssu.co.uk/liberation

Academic Reps

Our nominated student reps champion and support
all students.
We are proud to support our academic reps in
representing you and your academic needs. Every
student at UoB will have a learning experience and our
reps work in partnership with the SU and the University
to enhance the experience of their fellow learners. SU
staff and our elected officers provide ongoing support
and recognition to all representatives to ensure they can
excel at making the changes you want to see.
Our academic reps have a number of platforms in which
they have represent student issues including:
• Interview panels for university staff
• Regular reviews of course content and curriculum
• Special interest groups to address specific issues

Union Parliament
• Takes place monthly

• Online and on demand

• Make sure the Union is working on what matters to you
Watch out for updates at www.bedssu.co.uk/UP

Student Voice Champions
Our 24 strong voice champion team act as the conduit
between students and Faculties.
Our student voice champions act as our ‘super’ reps and are
the key communication channel between Factualty reps and
Faculty-level staff. Ultimately, they are the voice and advocate
of students when it comes to discussions on Faculty-wide
issues related to teaching, learning and general educational
experience.
To find out more about who your
representatives are, how to vote
for them or how to become a
representative, visit:
www.bedssu.co.uk/representation

Beds SU provides students with free, impartial and
confidential advice and support on a variety of aspects
of student life.

WE’RE HERE
FOR YOU.

Our ambition is to educate and empower students. We
want you to fully understand your rights around all aspects
of your student experience and have the confidence to
challenge issues. Our dedicated Be Supported team are
here for you, offering friendly, confidential advice and
support for whatever obstacles you may face during your
time at university.

We’re here for you on matters including:
• Academic appeals

• Academic misconduct

• Fitness to Practice/Disciplinary hearings
• University complaints
• Housing

• Wellbeing
• Safety

• Finance

For further information and details on
how to book an appointment visit:
www.bedssu.co.uk/besupported

We also work closely with a number of external
organisations to ensure you have access to all the relevant
advice and support you require. If you’re not sure who to
turn to, speak to Beds SU.

CONTACT DETAILS
01582 743 221
beds.su@beds.ac.uk
www.bedssu.co.uk
bedssu
bedssu
@bedssu

